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Between Democracy and Totalitarianism? 

 (sources, periods and phases of the political regimes formation  in the world 

civilization). 
 

In today's global world it would be naive to rely on the evolutionary path of 

human civilization in the spirit of Marxism, or in the context of the theory of 

evolution by Charles Darwin. What does the formation of the algorithm depend on? 

Can it affect the formation of the political elite or evolving civil society? In my 

opinion the fatal flaw and unformed school of political science in the CIS countries 

after the collapse of the USSR, is the consolidation of Soviet social science 

methodology, based on the established principles of that period, the main of them is 

the principle of partisanship. It defines its nature and character as indoctrination 

axiom, thus transforming it into the category of instrument for imposing policies 

pursued by the regime itself, and transferring political science from the category of 

science to farce or propaganda tool of the dominant ideology. 

Democracy is not a natural way of life for people. At the same time, society as 

a social phenomenon is contrary to the natural state of a man. Determination in 

nature, as a rule, is the principle according to which only the strongest one survives. 

However, the change of natural conditions in the global natural evolution is 

associated with the change in the very terms of biological existence ( climate, 

topography and other geophysical factors), determined the changes and set the 

balance between the gravity of man to the natural state, which, on the one hand, in the 

new natural conditions is not a conducive environment for human survival, and, on 

the other hand, predetermined the direction of the image in new life unnatural for 

humans social conditions, exclusively by which they can survive in the new evolving 

global conditions. Depending on the condition and the extent of the influence of 

external factors, the only possible form of survival – the society is being formed. In 

my opinion, it is naive to put the development of public relations at the mercy of 

ideologies and paradigms, religious doctrines and dogmas, as well as the desire and 

the "well intentions, insights or awareness of the historical mission" of the political 

elite. 

There are many theories justifying the establishment of democratic forms of 

the government, from the inevitability of Marxism-Leninism and the withering away 

of the state, a brilliant philosophical optimism by Hegel to naive utopian euphoria of 

the "end of  history" by Frensis Fukuyama1.   

The development of political science generates new hypotheses and theories of 

democracy interpretation. Larry Diamond – one of the co-editors of the authoritative 

                                                 
1 Фукуяма Ф. «Конец истории?» // Вопросы философии, 1990. – N 3, –  С. 134.   
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in the scientific circles "Journal of Democracy", a senior researcher at the Hoover 

Institution at the work “Has the "third wave" of democratization passed?” analyzes 

and confronts the political science research community the fundamental problem of 

conceptualizing the concept of "democracy". 

 “It requires a high level of conceptual clarity in order to see how the 

democracy development process is progressing, and to understand its causes and 

consequences, regarding the content of the term "democracy". Unfortunately, instead 

of this, such a significant conceptual confusion and disorder prevail in the theoretical 

and empirical literature about democracy (and the number of its increases) that David 

Collier and St. Lewicki described more than 550 "subclasses" of democracy (Collier 

D, Levitsky S Democracy "With Adjectives" Conceptual Innovation in Comparative 

Research (Unpubl ms) Berkeley, 1996). Some of these contingent "subclasses" 

simply refer to specific institutional features, or types, of full democracy, but many 

refer to “cut-down” forms of democracy which partially overlap in the most diverse 

way. Fortunately, today (as opposed to, for example, the 1960s and 1970s), most 

researchers see the democracy system as a political power and do not take into 

consideration any presence of social or economic characteristics. What they still 

differ fundamentally (though not always openly) is the question of the range and 

extent of the political attributes of democracy"2. 

In my opinion, the formation of a democratic or totalitarian (authoritarian) 

form of government is a complex evolutionary process against humanity or for its 

physical survival. 

It is not totally conscious and methodologically predicted axiom. It cannot be 

controlled in its entirety, and it, only due to the prevailing global geophysical 

circumstances, can be adjusted in terms of the ability of elites generated by civil 

society because of objective circumstances under the influence of various factors. 

These factors are in dialectical unity and interrelation. The unity and interrelation are 

the main purpose of all life on the planet and the desire to survive by any means. In 

humans, like in all other species, this desire is based on the genetic level, and some 

occurring relapses can be referred to anomalies. 

The establishment of democracy or totalitarianism is depicted in the  scientific 

research of  FWJ. Schelling, a brilliant classic of  German philosophy. He described 

the process of life as a struggle between two principles – the connection and 

disconnection. "Nature preserves the separation of elements, whose struggle is life, 

and the connection – death?" Democracy and totalitarianism are two principles that 

separate people, without which life cannot continue. Therefore, these forms of social 

organization existed and will always exist in dialectical unity and struggle until there 

is a process of life on the planet. “For where there is no struggle, there is no life”3. 

Not structures and factors form the political regimes, but the conditions have a 

decisive influence on the formation of structures and factors extension of certain 

types and kinds. In addition to the aforementioned factors it is necessary to define 
                                                 
2 Даймонд Л. Прошла ли «третья волна» демократизации? // Полис. Политические 

исследования : Научный и культурно-просветительский журнал . – 01/1999 . – N1 . – С.10-25. 
3 Шеллинг Ф. В. Й. Сочинения в 2 т.: Пер. с нем. Т. 2/Сост., ред. А. В. Гулыга; Прим. М. И. 

Левиной и А. В. Михайлова. – М.: Мысль, 1989. – 636, [2] с- (Филос. наследие). С. 144. 
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such a type of the formation of public consciousness and its direction vector, it can be 

defined as the mentality. (In accordance with the concept introduced by L. Levy -

Bruhl, Lucien Febvre, M. Bloch and some others. In the original context the mentality 

meant the presence of representatives of a society that is perceived primarily as a 

national-ethnic and socio-cultural community of people of a certain total "mental 

toolbox", a kind of "psychological snap" that allows them to take their own way and 

be aware of their natural and social environment, as well as themselves).4  

 In my opinion, the factors directly influencing the formation of a democratic or 

totalitarian form of government should be divided into three groups. Each factor was 

formed in a certain historical period. They are asymmetrical, both in time and the 

geophysical space on the globe. Although the factors are constant phenomena, their 

activities at different periods are unequal. 

The global factors belong to the first group and they are associated with 

changes in the universe. These are the factors of influence on the globe as a whole or 

the individual impact of the separate cosmic phenomena on a global or local 

condition changes for the existence of human beings on the planet as a whole or in 

the separate parts of the world. 

This is the longest period of human existence on the Earth, as the biological 

species, equal in natural rights, among other equal animals inhabiting and existing in 

the earth today. I would call this a mimicry period. Human consciousness does not 

differ from the consciousness of an animal, and according to Charles Darwin – the 

consciousness of the unsociable man is even below the level of many animals such as 

a dog, monkey or a lion. As Lev Gumilev wrote: “Mimicry of animals – is an attempt 

to deceive predators or a prey. But as predators and their victims have the right to 

save their lives, either from starvation or being eaten, so that mimicry is justified by 

the laws of the biosphere, located beyond good and evil”5.  
The whole motivation of the behavior of all biological beings (equal among equals) 

has one goal – to preserve their own lives. 

These processes are not affected by a person, but are crucial to the existence of 

biological life forms, including humans. However, this group of factors that affects 

the formation of the unconscious people. In this context it should be noted that under 

the influence of all these factors the world religion was formed both existing and 

preexisting. 

          O. Conte wrote that the first group of factors is directly related to the sharply 

expressed phase that is the property of fetishism, and it mainly consists in the fact 

that all life is attributed to external bodies, essentially similar to ours, but that is 

almost always more energetic, more common, because of its strong action. Adoration 

of the heavenly bodies characterizes a lofty theological stage of this first theological 

stage, at the beginning barely different from the mental state which higher animal 

species stop at6.  

                                                 
4 ПОЛИТОЛОГИЯ: Энциклопедический словарь / Общ. ред. и сост. : Ю.И. Аверьянов. – М. : 

Изд-во Моск. Коммерч. Ун-та. 1993. – 431 с. С. 174-176.  
5Гумилев Л. Н. Этногенез и биосфера Земли. – М.: Институт ДИ-ДИК, 1997. – 640 с. – С.560. 
6 Конт О. Дух позитивной философии. СПб., 1910. – С. 3-7. 
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This stage is the longest of human evolution over time, with the greatest impact 

on the formation of the society. Durkheim believed that "every collective sense has 

an inherent need to incarnate in the person, formula or material objects… They help 

to bring people closer together. Only by emitting the same cry, pronouncing the same 

word, making the same gesture over the same subject matter, people feel their unity 

and "realize it”7.   

Those global factors have become the starting point for the formation of human 

consciousness, as objectively existed, but subjectless formed. Durkheim believed 

totem to be the reference point – a symbol of a particular society, clan banner of the 

social group, it is a sign that distinguishes one clan from another. Being both the 

symbols of the god ("totemic origin"), and a symbol of society, it becomes a symbol 

("figure") of this quasi-divinity8. 

Adoration of the sky and the heavenly bodies became the basis of the totem 

start. Durkheim defined religion as a system of signs, symbolic expression of the 

profound social content. "Social life in all its aspects and at all points in its history is 

only possible because of extensive symbolism"9. Symbolization is inherent in any 

society, from the most primitive forms of civilization to the modern XXI century. 

The symbols set the degree of the society development, the extent and level of 

knowledge, moral norms, rights, etc. "Almost everywhere, where there is a totem, the 

law exists that members of the same totem cannot join together in marriage. In any 

case the connection between the totemism and the exogamy exists and it is very 

strong"10. 

Totemic principle can be defined as a parable of the formation of 

consciousness and primitive forms of public governance. It is a social characteristics, 

a special type of social action. The symbolic is especially fragile, conflict, yet 

shapeless stage of sign activity where there are yet no obstacles such as the authority, 

the censorship, the principles of reality: "In primitive societies, there is no extension 

of "things", therefore there is no reason or true meaning"11. The length of this period 

of time shows the historical period of human existence in the animal state, its 

proximity to the brutishness, the psychological distance between humans and 

animals, as well as between different races and even ethnic groups, being the 

determining factor in behavior. 

The influence of the first group of global factors is invariable, they are always 

relevant. Variable is only their perception by people in the process of evolution of 

consciousness, which can have diametrically opposite vectors. Initially, it was 

Hume's famous formula which could serve the motto for primitive thinking: "Any 

                                                 
7 Дюркгейм Э. Социология. Ее предмет, метод, предназначение / Пер. с фр., составление, 

послесловие и примечания А. Б. Гофмана. – М.: Канон, 1995. – 352 с.– С. 72. 
8 Дюркгейм Э. Социология. Ее предмет, метод, предназначение / Пер. с фр., составление, 

послесловие и примечания А. Б. Гофмана. – М.: Канон, 1995. – 352 с. – С. 67. 
9 Дюркгейм Э. Социология. Ее предмет, метод, предназначение / Пер. с фр., составление, 

послесловие и примечания А. Б. Гофмана. – М.: Канон, 1995. – 352 с. – С. 67. 
10 Фрейд З. Тотем и табу: Сб. – М. : Олимп; ООО «Издательство АСТ-ЛТД», 1998: – С. 23. 

448 с.  
11 Лосев А.Ф. Философия. Мифология. Культура. – М.: Политиздат, 1991. – 525 с. С. 180.   
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reason can cause any effect". There is no such a transformation, there is no such a 

strange and unimaginable action at a distance that would seem ridiculous for this 

thinking12. 

The second group of factors is directly related to changes in the internal natural 

environment for human survival. In this context, the Russian cultural anthropologist 

and expert in the psychology of mass behavior Hagop Nazaretian writes: "Deprived 

of natural guarantees of existence, the creators of pebble tools of Oldowan – the very 

first ancient culture – were able to survive and realize themselves in the world thanks 

to super instinct mechanisms of regulation of behavior 13. 

This is the starting point of the unnatural human behavior. The brake of the 

intraspecific aggression and at the same time the momentum for taking care of non-

viable kinsmen became neurotic fear of the dead, and this shift in the psyche of 

hominids, which in itself implies an unprecedented development of thought and 

imagination, initiated the formation of the spiritual incarnation of social life ". 

This group of natural factors has become a point of reference, which put an end 

to the natural state of a man as an animal and the beginning of his social life. Based 

on the results of field surveys conducted in the XIX century, Charles Darwin and 

Herbert Spencer came to the conclusion that the mechanism of intra-group solidarity 

is based on the transfer of aggression in the outside world. 

I would call this phase and the corresponding asymmetric period the period of 

formation of ethnic groups. It is directly linked to the struggle for the division of 

vacant land or for the conquest of the territories occupied by other ethnic groups. 

This group of factors includes geophysical, physical and biological processes 

which are less dependent on space and determine the result of the evolution of 

society, as such, the possibility of existence as a biological form. This vector defines 

the very possibility of the habitat awareness of a man as a species, his/her ability to 

adapt to this environment in terms of its form and content. These factors can be 

dependent or independent from human consciousness. They can be fatal to the 

existence of a man as a species or under favorable circumstances, in time and space, 

it becomes crucial for the formation of human survival mode, depending on the 

compliance of environmental conditions, as the natural life of the species or less 

natural when a person is forced to adapt to a changing environment. 

The beginning of the period, based on research of  Hagop Nazaretian, can be 

considered such a thing as "hatred of primitive man to "the other" compensated by 

the sympathy for "the native", supported by numerous facts. This phenomenon was 

designated as a cultural pseudo speciation (Eibl-Eibesfeldt 1982), based on 

zoologically psychological premises. Representatives of the neighboring tribe are 

perceived as being of another species, and even the hypothesis was put forward that 

the Paleolithic people did not fight with  each other, and simply preyed on each other 

(the discussion of "hunting hypothesis" see [Cartmill 1994]). 

                                                 
12  Леви-Брюль Л. Сверхъестественное в первобытном мышлении. – М.: Педагогика-Пресс, 

1994. – 608 с. – (Серия: «Психология: Классические труды»), С. 363 
13 Назаретян А. П.. Антропология насилия и культура самоорганизации: Очерки по 

эволюционно-исторической психологии. – М.: Издательство ЛКИ, 2007. – 256 с. 

(Синергетика в гуманитарных науках.) С. 113. 
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It seems that the mechanism of hunting aggression does play an important role 

in the relationship between the primitive tribes, but, of course, does not exhaust them. 

As noted by K. Lorenz (1994), (affective) aggression occurs when an object inspires 

fear, and the attitude of a primitive man to a stranger was based heavily on fear 

(Meyer 1990). So hostile settings are accompanied by a broad emotional palette – 

from hunting excitement and triumph to the ambivalent feelings of fear and hatred14. 

Fear and hatred to the look-alike ensured uncompromising competition for the 

unique ecological niche for over one and a half million years, from the primary 

isolation of the genus Homo from the animal kingdom to the Neolithic revolution. 

During this time many species and subspecies disappeared from the face of the earth, 

as a result there was formed a deep gap between the animal and the man that has no 

precedent in other stages of universal evolution. For example, we can observe the 

transitional forms between living and non-living matter, between the plant and animal 

organisms, etc., whereas the diversity of populations mediating the way "from an ape 

to a man", is represented today exclusively by fossils15. 

The famous French philosopher and anthropologist Lucien Levy-Bruhl in "The 

supernatural in primitive thought," writes: "Prior associations, which were formed in 

the collective representations of primitive thought, are not so arbitrary, as they seem”. 

            Indifferent to what we call the real and objective relations of beings and 

things, they express other relationships which are more important to this way of 

thinking, that is, the mystical relationships of involvement. These very relationships 

are realized due to prior associations. They cause the curiosity of the pre-logical 

thinking. Try to impress upon it the other relationships, imagined or real, between the 

creatures and the objects and it will turn away from them, it will reject them as false, 

insignificant or funny. It will not pay to them any attention. It has a mystical 

experience, against which (as the primitive thinking is alive) experience, in the proper 

sense of the word, is powerless. Therefore, the primitive thinking seems not to retreat 

before any physical impossibility not only because taken abstractly and by itself any 

association between phenomena as for him is acceptable, as the other, but mostly 

because in primitive thinking there given mystical prior associations subordinate to 

the law of involvement. 

When, however, in any society thinking evolves together with the institutions, 

when prior associations get weaker and no longer have the intrusive nature, they 

begin to be perceived. So, the physical absurdity is the same case as the logical one. 

The same reasons make the pre-logical thinking insensitive to the one and the other. 

The same changes, the same evolution of consciousness pay attention to the 

possibility of confirming two contradictory positions at the same time and the 

inability to believe in relationships that are not compatible with experience. 

This coincidence could not be accidental. This impossibility is felt only in a 

general condition: it is necessary and sufficient that collective ideas begin to detect a 

                                                 
14 Назаретян А. П.. Антропология насилия и культура самоорганизации: Очерки по 

эволюционно-исторической психологии. – М.: Издательство ЛКИ, 2007. – 256 с. 

(Синергетика в гуманитарных науках.) С. 113-114. 
15  Там же. С. 114. 
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tendency to acquire the conceptual form, that is to be converted into the concept"16. 

            It was during this period that a collective consciousness was formed, it existed 

in parallel with the personal consciousness of each individual. This phenomenon was 

described in detail by K.G. Jung in "The past and the present": "In addition to our 

immediate consciousness, which has a completely personal nature and which is 

entirely as it seems, this is the only empirical psyche (even if we add in the personal 

unconscious as an appendix), there is a second psychological system, having a 

collective, universal and impersonal nature which is identical for all individuals. This 

collective unconscious does not develop individually, but is inherited. It consists of 

the pre-existing forms, archetypes, which only secondarily become realized and 

which give some form of psychic contents"17. In this case we are talking about the 

formation of the mentality, that is, the generalized figurative and metaphorical 

concept, meaning in a broad sense a specific form of organization, a kind of 

storehouse of various mental properties and qualities, characteristics and 

manifestations. It is an original way of thinking, mentality or mindset of a social 

group, ethnic group.  

This concept is evolving, and it may have a different vector and has a genetic 

inheritance. It forms common ethnic characteristics – archetypes that are inherited, 

including the religious consciousness. Authoritative Dutch theologian, philosopher 

and historian of religion Pierre Daniel Chantepie de la Sosso (Chantepie de la 

Saussaye P.D.) talking about the methodological separation of religion is guided by 

an ingenious solving of this problem by Hegel, which now prevails in the research: 

"It should be taken not only in the subjective sense, but in the objective sense of the 

spirit of nature". It encompasses the "basic definitions, which are the moments of the 

concept and at the same time of a particular development". These words express the 

double idea: first is that it gives us a separation of the dismemberment of the very 

concept, pointing to the existence of religion in its unity and in its versatility. But at 

the same time, the departments of this division are the steps in the course of 

development: in religion, there is a process of transition from a lower to a higher 

state, which has an analogy in the difference in ages, which it is often compared 

with"18. 

The emergence of religions is based on specifically designed motivating forces 

corresponding to the level of consciousness and the specific objectives pursued in the 

course of evolution, and in essence they are empirical. 

Carl Gustav Jung wrote: "...and all the same instincts are impersonal universally 

occurring hereditary factors of a dynamically-motivating character and they are often 

removed from the consciousness... Moreover, instincts are not vague and ambiguous 

                                                 
16 Леви-Брюль Л. Сверхъестественное в первобытном мышлении. — М.: Педагогика-Пресс, 

1994. — 608 с. — (Серия: «Психология: Классические труды»),  С. 364 
17 Аналитическая психология: Прошлое и настоящее /К.Г. Юнг, Э.Сэмюэлс, В. Одайник, Дж. 

Хаббэк; Сост. В. В. Зеленский, А. М. Руткевич. – М.: Мартис, 1995. – 320 с. – (Классики 

зарубежной психологии). С. 72. 
18 Иллюстрированная история религий. В 2-х томах. Под редакцией проф. Д.П. Шантепи де 

ля Соссей. Издание второе. М.: Спасо-Преображенский Валаамский монастырь, 1992 г. – Т. 

1. – 414 с., (илл.). С. 17.  
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by their nature – they are specifically designed motivating forces that long before 

consciousness followed the internal goals and continue doing that despite any later 

reached level of consciousness. Archetypes ...are the essence of unconscious images 

of the instincts themselves. They are examples of instinctive behavior"19. According 

to Jung the collective unconscious is the concept of "empirical" (from al-Greek. 

Έμπειρία – Experience) 20. 

Archetypes are hidden deeply in the foundations of the conscious soul or its 

roots, not just lowered into the ground, in the narrow sense, but to the world generally 

speaking. Archetypes are systems of aims that are both images and emotions. They 

are inherited together with the structure of the brain; in fact they are the mental 

aspect. On the one hand, they form a very strong instinctive prejudice, and on the 

other hand they are the most effective support in the process of instinctive adaptation. 

In essence they are some chthonic part of a soul, that is, the part through which the 

soul is connected with nature, or at least, in which the relationship of the soul and 

with the earth and the world is most evident"21. 

The abovementioned leads us to conclude that the development of the ethnic 

group depends on external factors, resulting in the ability for survival. From the 

inception of ethnic relations to the creation of the state, the type of which is so 

dependent on environmental conditions, which over time directly forms the moral 

attributes and qualities of the ethnic group, and later the type of state becomes crucial 

in the formation and governance.  

"In my heart nothing is a dead relic, everything is alive, and our top floor – 

consciousness – is under the constant influence of the living and acting foundation. 

And this top floor, as all the building, is held up by the foundation"22. 

Russian thinker, Honorary Academician of the Imperial Academy of Sciences 

Vladimir Solovyov wrote in this context: "Pre-Christian history has given us two 

types of state: East, based on slavery, and Western (Greco-Roman), due to the 

constant struggle extra slavery created by masters. In the East, the government meant 

only the rule (and in Russian: ruler, sovereign, state) (Auto, – autocracy 

autocrat). This dominance has been either patriarchal, or based on conquest. In both 

cases, the power of the sovereign and the subordination of the subjects were 

unlimited and unconditional, neither the children with the father, nor prisoners of war 

with the winner cannot argue about the rights for their unconditional obedience. 

Generic top and facts gains were in force in the West, but here they are joined as the 

main factors of constant internal struggle of political forces. 

In the East, as a result of mental warehouse peoples political struggle could 

only be a random phenomenon. Quietist and fatalist by nature and belief, interested 

mainly in eternal and unchanging side of being oriental man is not able to insist on 

rights and fight hard for the particular interests. The rulers of the East can compete 

                                                 
19 Там же С. 73. 
20 Юнг К.Г. Проблемы души нашего времени. – М .: Прогресс-Универс, 1996. – 336с. (Серия: 

Библиотека зарубежной психологии). С. 136. 
21 Юнг К.Г. Проблемы души нашего времени. – М. : Прогресс-Универс, 1996. – 336с. (Серия: 

Библиотека зарубежной психологии). С. 136. 
22 Там же.  С. 137.  
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and fight with each other, but this fight is of short duration and does not change the 

situation. The first sign of superiority of force resolve the dispute, and the subjects 

are subject to the strongest side, seeing it as an instrument of fate or higher will. 

Hence there are frequent changes in the immutability of the most despotic tyranny."23 

The main difference from the East of the West is the presence of a long 

meaningful history that forms the experience - the historical memory – archetypes. 

East and West are two opposite poles due to geopolitical factors. That is a 

relief and the size of the territory, the availability of food resources, which are 

responsible for the way of life, morality, and in consequence, and politics. They are, 

ultimately, are the determining factors determining the survival of a particular 

society, and at all stages of evolution. These factors influence on how and in what 

period there is a need (and capacity) of people to move away from the animal state 

and proceed in an unnatural state, which is the only way to survive. 

A group of these factors formed the basis of the thesis geopolitical superiority 

of Western civilization over the peoples of Eurasia, "discontinual belt" and over the 

peoples of other continents. This superiority is predetermined by climate that had a 

decisive importance. 

According to Darwin "savage peoples have sympathetic feelings and are 

limited to the same close community"24. Solovyov believed that "the civilized peoples 

of the majority of people ...individual moral sense can cross – and indeed transcends 

ancient times – not only those close, but other empirical limits." It is the ability to rise 

above personal, clan, family or individual interests, is a major sign of departing from 

an animal state.  

In essence, the state is stable of humanity against external natural forces acting 

on it and in it. Therefore, the state, expressing human autonomy in general, however, 

requires strict subordination of private forces. There always was and will be the 

difference only in the property and way of submission. 

In the words of Solovyov the animal condition of the people is difficult to 

render, in addition to reverse because of its naturalness. "The spiritual man is released 

from the material nature, or not yet revealed, or have already lost, that this person or 

this group of people has not risen above the actual bestial state or returned to him 

again. But it's hereditary or acquired bestiality or those of others whether to abolish or 

reduce the importance of moral dignity, clearly protruding from the vast majority of 

people in the sense of shame – feeling completely unknown to any animal? "25.  

D. Meynig in 1956 in the "Heartland and Rimland in Eurasian history", 

specifically notes that "geopolitical criteria should take particular account of the 

                                                 
23 Соловьев В.С. Чтения о богочеловечестве. Духовные основы жизни. Оправдание добра. – 

Мн. : Харвест,1999. – 912 с. – (Классическая философская мысль). С. 322-323. 
24 Цит. по Соловьев В.С. Чтения о богочеловечестве. Духовные основы жизни. Оправдание 

добра. – Мн. : Харвест,1999. – 912 с. – (Классическая философская мысль). С. 375. 
25  Соловьев В.С. Чтения о богочеловечестве. Духовные основы жизни. Оправдание добра. – 

Мн. : Харвест,1999. – 912 с. – (Классическая философская мысль). С. 373. 
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functional orientation of the population and the state, not just purely geographical 

relation to the territory of the land and sea"26. 

Analyzing the conditions of formation of the mentality of the Slavic peoples 

cultural history brevity of the period should be noted that is the foundation on which 

rests, in general, the Asian mentality that throughout history and will determine the 

development of such peoples as the outsiders of the world civilization. 

Halford John Mackinder so justifies a chronic backlog of East Slavic peoples 

from the Europeans, " Russia and Poland have clearings in the forest. However, here 

starting from V to XVI century through the steppes of remote and unknown parts of 

Asia there came invaders : Huns, Avars, Bulgars, Magyars, Khazar, Pechenegs, 

Cumans, Mongolians, Kalmyks. During the reign of Attila's the Huns established 

themselves in the center of Pashto, to the most remote "Danube" islands of 

wilderness, and struck out to the north, west and south by the sedentary people of 

Europe. Much of modern history can be written as a commentary on the changes that 

directly or indirectly represent the consequences of the attacks. It is possible that this 

was when the Angles and the Saxons were forced to cross the sea and found in the 

British Isles England. For the first time the Franks, Goths and the inhabitants of the 

Roman provinces were forced to stand shoulder to shoulder on the field of battle at 

Chalons, with the overall objective of the fight with Asians, so they inadvertently 

made modern France. The destruction of Aquileia and Padua was founded in Venice, 

and even the papacy owed its enormous prestige successful mediation of Pope Leo in 

a meeting with Attila in Milan. 

This was the result produced by a horde of merciless on anything and thinking 

of nothing riders who flooded the uncontrolled plains – it was the thrust, easily done 

by Asian hammer on the unallocated area. The Huns were followed by the Avars. It 

was exactly struggle with them that resulted in Austria appearance, and after the 

campaign of Charles the Great Vienna was strengthened. Then the Magyars came and 

their incessant raids from the steppe camps located in Hungary, further increased the 

value of the Austrian outpost, thus shifting the focus of Germany situation to the east, 

to the border of the kingdom. The Bulgarians were the ruling caste in the lands south 

of the Danube, leaving their name on the map of the world, although their language 

disappeared in the language of their Slavic peoples. Probably the most enduring and 

effective settling in the Russian steppes can be referred to the Khazars – 

contemporaries of the great movement of the Saracens: Arab geographers knew the 

Caspian, or the Khazar Sea. But in the end  Mongolian hordes came again and over 

two centuries the Russian land, located in the woods north of these areas, paid tribute 

to the Mongol khans , or "Steppes ," and, thus , the development of Russia stopped 

and was deformed while the rest of Europe quickly stepped forward"27.  

Mackinder believed that "the only story that should be taken into account is the 

history of Mediterranean and European races. 

                                                 
26 D.W.Meinig "Heartland and Rimland in Eurasian History" in "West Politics Quarterly", IX, 1956 

pp. 553-569 
27  Маккиндер Х. Дж. Географическая ось истории Источник: Полис. – 1995. – № 4. – С. 164. 
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As the hostile person performs an important social function, uniting their 

enemies, and the same way just because of the pressure of the barbarians outside 

Europe managed to create own civilization. That's why I ask you to consider Europe 

and European history as a phenomenon, dependent in relation to Asia and its history, 

because European civilization is largely the result of the age-old struggle against the 

Asian invasion"28. 

Russian scientist Lev Gumelev in “Ethnogenesis and the Biosphere of the 

Earth”, based on a broad scientific background, said: “In a warm and dry subboreal 

period in the southern Siberia there developed paleometalic cultures29. They evolved 

on the border of taiga and steppe in prehistoric times, but the beginning of the cold 

period and promotion of the forest to the south undermined their economic 

opportunities, and their culture began to decline. But for the inhabitants of the 

Mongolian steppe, hydration and appearance of the forest islands were good, and the 

steppe household, pastoral as well as hunting, in the middle of the first millennium 

BC enters a period of prosperity. But in the second millennium BC this moisture in 

the southern regions of Central Asia ceased. Steppes dried up, the sources 

disappeared, rivers turned into dry riverbeds, and river sands, deposited on the 

bottom, became the property of the wind and turned into the dunes…. While the 

long-term droughts, area of the mountain forests, as well as the area of the steppes 

decreases, but stony deserts, where life disappears, increase. Thereby population 

decreases as well, and power of the nomadic states falls down. This phenomenon can 

be observed by tracing the history of the Huns. In the IV-I centuries BC, Huns lived 

on the slopes of Inshan and appreciated this region very much, because "these 

mountains were rich in forests and grass, and full of birds and animals." Having lost 

Inshan, the Huns were crying, walking past it. In the XX century. Inshan changed: 

"This terrain is generally flat, desert, there are hills and valleys, a large area in the 

north is occupied by waving sands. The northern part of the plateau is a stony desert, 

among which there are low mountain ranges, devoid of grass cover." The same 

difference is found in the descriptions of the Hexi – steppe between the Alashan and 

Nanshan30. 

Conclusions about the Asian mentality of the Slavs were made by the Russian 

geopolitician P.N. Savitskiy: “Without Tatarism there would not be Russia”. This 

thesis of the article by Savitskiy “The Steppe and the settled way of life” was the key 

formula of Eurasianism. …Russia is heiress of Great Khans, the successor of Chingiz 

and Timur case, unifier of Asia. (...) It combines both historical “resident” and 

“steppe” element31”.  

“The socio-political environment and its territory “should merge for us into a 

single entity, in a geographical individual or in the landscape”.  

                                                 
28 Маккиндер Х. Дж. Географическая ось истории Источник: Полис. – 1995. – № 4. – С. 163 
29 Руденко С. И., Гумилев Л. Н. Археологические исследования П. К. Козлова в аспекте 

исторической географии //Изв. ВГО. 1966. Вып 3. 244 с. С. 53. 
30  Гумилев Л. Н.  Открытие Хазарии. – М: Айрис-пресс, 2004. – 416 с.:ил. – (Библиотека 

истории и культуры.)  С. 37-38. 
31 Савицкий П.Н. "Степь и Оседлость" в "На Путях: Утверждение евразийцев", Берлин, 1922, 

стр. 341-356 
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This is the essence of the “developmental place”, in which the objective and 

subjective blend into an indissoluble unity, into a whole. This is a conceptual 

synthesis. In the same text Savitsky continues: “We need a synthesis. We need the 

ability to instantly look at the socio-historical environment and the territory it 

occupies”. 

“Russia-Eurasia is a “developmental place”, “a whole’, “geographic 

individual”, and simultaneously the geographic, ethnic, economic, historical, etc., 

“landscape”32.  

The third group of factors and period is global. They are caused by the end of 

the area division of the Earth between the states and the factors contributing to the 

process of globalization: the development of communication and transportation. 

It is characterized by the lack of vacant land. However, the process of ethno 

genesis continues. Its special feature is the formation of multi-ethnic states. In the 

XXI century, all the strong states are multi-ethnic: the United States, the Russian 

Federation, the process is active in all EU countries. It is fully applied to all 

democratic states, but as a natural process in the context of globalization, as erosion, 

to all totalitarian and authoritarian countries as well. 

This is the period of the end of the states-nations domination, reduction of the 

religion and political ideologies role. In the evolution process the world is becoming 

more pragmatic, in which self-interest rationality prevails, destroying the social 

beginnings, based on symbolic representations and service to public interests. 

Rationality dilutes from the public consciousness such concepts as honor, dignity, 

mercy and compassion for the family. They are replaced by the expectation and 

benefits, transforming the subject of relationships itself in the means of payment. 

This is especially characteristic for the corrupted post-Soviet states where the power 

contradictions between the private profit of the pseudo-elite and public interests and 

values come into antagonistic contradictions. Arthur Schopenhauer said: “If a person 

is blessed with bad qualities, then all sorts of enjoyment for them are like that 

precious wine for the bitterness poisoned mouth…The influence of other things can 

be eliminated and paralyzed, the impact of personality – never. That is why the envy 

of the personal benefits is the most unpleasant and most carefully hidden”33. 

In this context, interesting are findings of French sociologist, cultural scientist, 

post-modern philosopher Jean Baudrillard, who believed that “consequently, the 

symbolic is something that is opposed to the capital domination”. Baudrillard 

considered the symbolic exists there where there is no private self-interest, where the 

accumulation of knowledge, wealth is worthless, where the actions of a human are 

opposed to the calculation and rationality benefits. “Symbolic is there where the 

unjustified victim is valuable, where the meaning of the act is not always rationally 

comprehended”34. 

                                                 
32 П.Н. Савицкий "Географический обзор России-Евразии" в сборнике "Мир России – 

Евразия", 1926, С. 219-232.  
33Шопенгауэр А. Мир как воля и представление. Афоризмы и максимы. Новые 

афоризмы/Пер. с нем. Ю. Айхенвальд, Ф. Черниговец, Р. Кресин. – Мн.: Литература, 1998. – 

1408 с. – (Классическая философская мысль). С. 901-902. 
34 Бодрийяр Ж. Символический обмен и смерть / Зенкин С.Н. (пер. с франц. и вступ. ст.). – 
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In civilized (unnatural for a man) societies with “good” forms of government 

natural for a human selfishness is compensated (suppressed) by rules based on the 

mentality, formed over the history of deliberate confrontation of primitive nomadic 

peoples savagery. It is based on a long period of political competition within the 

ethnic group that promotes invariant search for the ways to survive. This survival was 

possible only due to the advance of scientific, technical, and especially human 

development (superiority), based, in its turn, on liberal values that formed the 

mentality peculiar for the West. This mentality is characteristic of both classes, the 

ruling one – elite as well as the controlled one – the developed civil society. (The 

above is given scientific reasoning). 

The other pole is primitive countries, countries-outsiders with “bad” forms of 

government seeking to survive in the globalized world. Here symbolic relationships 

perish. The relationship between the ruling and the ruled classes become selfish and 

unilateral, and are used by power solely for its own purposes. These relations exclude 

the intellectual exchange in the society, which leads to the degradation and movement 

of the society towards the primitive (animal) stage. According to Jean Baudrillard, 

when the free signs “circulation” is blocked, there appear “clots”, clumps of power, 

there are also phenomena of accumulation and value. At this point “a symbolic 

relationship is dying”; its mechanisms are used by power, social institution, in a 

selfish and unilateral way, with its gifts it blocks the opportunity of the responsive 

gift, including the supreme gift, endow of life: “[...] power, in the contrary to the 

image presented, – is not the power to put to death, but just the opposite - the power 

to leave life to the slave who has no right to give it away”35. 

At the heart of the mentality of this pole lies transfer of aggression into their 

own ethnic group (according to Charles Darwin and Herbert Spencer, but as a 

revival of the genetic memory), neglect, and hatred for their fellow citizens 

(tribesmen), parasitism, reasoned by primitive selfish and unilateral, but still in its 

essence a “mimicry”, the foundations of which is the “path of wild animals”. 

In the today’s world, it is the government system collapse, economic decline 

and even physical extinction of the Slavic peoples. It has been observed in Ukraine, 

Russia and Belarus for more than 20 years. Over time, this process will only deepen. 

Arnold Toynbee believed that people may not even understand it, but on the other 

hand they can be aware of it. Commenting on the reluctance of Ukraine to sign the 

agreement on customs union with Russia, Kazakhstan and Belarus, Putin said: “But 

what's our problem? The fact is that if the level of tariff protection will be further 

reduced in the Ukraine, then Ukraine will abounds with quite good in quality and 

cheap in price European goods. And they will squeeze out products of the Ukrainian 

origin from the domestic Ukrainian market – where? To us. And it creates a 

problem”36. Putin understands that Russia will remain an outsider in the economy and 

                                                                                                                                                                  
М., 2000. – 389 с. С. 99. 
35 Бодрийяр Ж. Символический обмен и смерть / Зенкин С.Н. (пер. с франц. и вступ. ст.). – 
М., 2000. - 389 с. С. 101-102. 
36Путин В.В. Заседание международного дискуссионного клуба «Валдай». 2013. – 

[Электронный ресурс]. – Режим доступа : http://www.kremlin.ru/transcripts/19243. 25.09.2013. 

http://www.kremlin.ru/transcripts/19243
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will not be able to compete not only with the EU, but even with Ukraine, whose 

production is no more than “the ruins of the Soviet economy”.  

These processes generate a new ideology, defined by us as cynicism. It defines 

a group consciousness (the basis of which is the primitive mentality of the primitive 

wild society) of the elite as well as of the society (an underdeveloped civil society or 

its prototype). 

Like in the liberal democracies, in the modern primitive societies cynicism is a 

stable foundation established by centuries-old primitive, but strong mentality. In this 

context interesting is the view of His Holiness Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia, 

Kirill: “And just who were the Slavs? They were barbarians, people talking in a 

strange language, second-class people, almost animals”37.  
These two poles, to a large extent, define the environment for the formation of, 

either towards the natural state of savagery, violence (“the way of the wild animals” 

according to Machiavelli) or towards an unnatural way of development, that is, the 

evolution of public relations with a plus sign. This vector can be viewed as a 

democratic development (“the way of the law” according to Machiavelli)38. It is 

aimed at the concentration and mobilization of all human, especially intellectual, 

resources for the survival of mankind.  

Neither the elite nor the public, according to Arnold Toynbee, in the conditions 

of the collapse is able to understand the processes. The principles of the social 

“mimicry” are penetrating in all areas, including intellectual, transforming the most 

important – the social sciences – into a tool of the society indoctrination. 

The communist regime was transformed into kleptocracy, and the “scientific 

communism” turned into “scientific oligarchism” bypassing political sciences. In the 

CIS countries, we are witnessing adjustment of the political science achievements to 

the political realities, to ensure the interests of the current political regime, 

determined by the forms of government based on the bio-politics in the broadest 

sense. 

Any person who doesn’t support the ruling regime, is forced out of any branch 

of activity, and deprived of or limited to the access to livelihood, and by any, even 

illegal (through various forms of violence) ways and means. These are private states, 

which are the property of clans. Pseudoelite, which is formed on the  individual moral 

principle and constitutes a criminal clique, is the largest mafia in the primitive society 

without overstepping individual, family or clan interests. 

Every political activity under such conditions is a competition in allegiance, 

praising the authorities, justifying its exclusivity, without alternaty, right and 

preservation of the pseudoelite’s personal staff. The purpose of this competition is to 

get it’s part in the asymmetric distribution of public wealth and honors. 

The form of government is a product of the historical development of each 

individual state. It is established on the basis of historical experience of ethnicities or 

ethnic groups which had been formed over a long historical period. 
                                                 
37Патриарх Кирилл уподобил славян животным и людям второго сорта. //[Электронный 

ресурс]. – Режим доступа : http://www.pravda-tv.ru/2010/12/02/5227. 23.09.2013. 
38 Макиавелли Н. "Рассуждения о первой декаде Тита Ливия". М. : Мысль. – 1997. – С. 127-

130. 

http://www.pravda-tv.ru/2010/12/02/5227
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The basic factor is the mentality of the social group or ethnic group, the 

proximity or distance (distance in time) from its natural state (i.e., the animal). This 

factor is a measure of the formation of mentality, because the relationship of the 

people leading sedentary way of life and nomadic – with a natural background are 

diametrically opposite vectors.  

These two vectors – the truth and the lie – are mimicry. The way of the Law, or 

(violence), "wild animals". Each vector, in its turn, generates the evolution path. 

Liberal, the way of truth, is aimed at the concentration of abilities of consciousness 

and intelligence to ensure the vanguard of social development. Totalitarian 

(authoritarian) form of government, presented in primitive peoples, is an extensive 

way based on violence, and hinders the development of the ethnic group or state. It 

eliminates the intellectual development of a nation or ethnic group to become higher 

than the intellectual level of the leader ( leader, king, chief, "gravitas"), that’s why the 

totalitarian form of government is characterized by a virtual dream of the future, the 

endless lies at all levels and in all the institutions. It is the constant pursuit of 

"modernization", the level of which is limited to the intellectual level of the leader 

and the pseudo-elites. The very concept of modernization suggests the outsider 

position of the state. 

The American psychologist, Paul Ekman, Professor of the University of 

California, shows how lies affect the form of government. In the post-Soviet states: 

"During decades, the Soviet people were taught that in order to achieve something, 

you need to evade and circumvent the rules in any possible way. Russia (USSR – and 

Ukraine) has become a country in which lying and cheating have become the norm, 

in which everyone knew about the corruption and injustice of the system of laws – 

but in order to survive, it was necessary to defeat the system. If everyone assumes 

that the rules need to be broken or circumvented, the social institutions will not be 

able to work".  
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The peoples, with a long-term history and settlement, vector points from the 

natural state, not only in humans but also in animals. Therefore, a sense of fear in the 

form of "mimicry" is committed to a minimum level (Figure 1). This is true in liberal 

democracies, where: "In a democracy, the government is successful only  when the 

majority of people believe that they speak mostly the truth, and they have every 

reason to expect honesty and fairness. 

I hope we have not gotten to that situation. Statesmen’ lies are still an event 

that causes contempt, not admiration". 

Primitive people’s (nomads and pastoralists) vector ranges closer to the zeo 

level of preservation of "mimicry", and it determines the ability to self-preservation 

(survival in the wild). (Scheme 1). This is due to a form of economic management, 

directly associated with meeting the animals, that is, depending on the number of 

animals on which the people elect a form of communication, I would say even co-

existence. 

Fear acts as an equivalent of the mimicry level, which in the wild “– is an 

attempt to deceive predators or prey. But as predators and their victims have the right 

to save their lives either from starvation, or from being eaten, so mimicry is justified 

by the laws of the biosphere, located beyond good and evil". 

The assimilation of the historical experience of a society or ethnic group, 

allowing a variety of unnatural ways to adapt to changes in the biosphere and survive 
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in the ever-changing social environment is a determining factor in shaping the forms 

of government.  

The form of government is consolidated by the product of society or ethnic 

group. "The essence of the consolidation is to achieve a broad and deep legitimation, 

such as all the major political actors – both at the elite and the mass level – are 

convinced that their country's democratic regime is better than any other realistic 

alternative they can imagine " (Journal of Democracy ", 1996 , vol. 1, № 3). 

The form of government is not due to the goodwill of the national elites or 

other subjective factors of internal policies. Form of government cannot be imposed. 

This process requires the assimilation of ethnic group or nation under certain 

geophysical, political and foreign-policy terms. 

The form of government is not due to a desire and ability to consolidated elite 

and civil society to adapt to the constantly changing geophysical and political 

conditions to ensure survival in the face of brutal comprehensive natural competition. 

 The failure means the escape of the ethnic group or the state from the 

historical arena. The history of mankind is supersaturated with examples. 
 


